Weekly Services & Groups

St. Bartholomew’s
Anglican Church
2nd Sunday before Advent
19th November 2017
Dear Friends,
Our music ministry is an important part of church
worship and community outreach - and we are blessed
to have such talented musicians play during our service.
Today we have the Revd Barbara Robinson starting her
visit with us, and she will be here for three Sundays.
Not only do we get her wonderful preaching and
ministry, but her talented husband Malcom will be
playing his cornet during our services also.
The closing hymn today is a traditional one, and while it
may have connotations to some of a war fought a long
time ago, it is actually a wonderful rallying cry to God's
Glory and was played at both Bobby Kennedy's and
Winston Churchill's funeral - as well as being a very
suitable piece for brass instruments!
With blessings,
Philip

AA Group: Open Meetings in the Church Centre in
English on Tuesdays & Fridays at 6pm. For more
information call: 0690 65 61 22 or 0690 54 17 99.
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Donations: We are an entirely self-funded Church
and we are therefore dependent on the generosity
and regular giving of our congregation – both
resident and visitors alike. Please consider making a
donation to keep our church open and to ensure that
we can continue to grow spiritually, as well as offer a
talented and professional music ministry and
maintain all our fine buildings.
You may wish to discuss with one of our church
leadership about how you can most effectively help.
You can donate via our US Charitable Foundation,
which is tax deductible for US citizens, and you may
also donate online by visiting our website.
Today’s Hymns
Processional: #422 Praise My Soul the King of Heaven
Gradual: #87 Colours of Day
Gradual: Break Bread & #60 Bind us Together
Recessional: #336 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory
Mailing List: If you are new to our Church & would
like to be added to our mailing list, please fill out a
visitor card & place it (or your business card) in one
of the collection baskets or boxes at the rear.

The Readings
First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians – Ch 5
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is peace
and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.

The Gospel according to Matthew – Ch 25
Jesus said "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away.
"The one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
"After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made
five more talents.'
"His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
"And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made
two more talents.'
"His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
"Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'
"But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew,
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did
not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to
the one with the ten talents.
"For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.' "

The Eucharistic Prayer
CELEBRANT
The Lord be with you.
ALL
And also with you.
CELEBRANT
Lift up your hearts.
ALL
We lift them up unto to the Lord.
CELEBRANT
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL
It is right to give Him thanks & praise.
CELEBRANT: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give you thanks, Father almighty,
everlasting God. … Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who forever say this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:
ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.
CELEBRANT: Holy and gracious Father, all creation rightly
gives you praise. All life, all holiness, comes from you
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, whom you sent to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
We therefore bring you these gifts, and we ask you to make
them holy by the power of your Spirit, that they may
become the Body and Blood of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who offered Himself in obedience to your will,
the Perfect Sacrifice for all humankind.
On the night He was betrayed, He took bread, and when He
had given thanks to you, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples and said:
"Take this and eat it: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper He took the cup of wine: and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, for the
remembrance of me.”
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
ALL: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
CELEBRANT Father, calling to mind the death your Son
endured for our salvation; his glorious resurrection and
ascension; his continual intercession for us in heaven; and
looking for his coming again in glory, we offer you, in
thanksgiving, this holy and life-giving sacrifice. Look with
favour on your Church’s offering, and grant that we who eat
and drink these holy gifts may be filled with your Holy Spirit
and become one body in Christ, and serve you in unity,
constancy and peace. May He make us a perpetual offering
to you and enable us, in communion with the Most Blessed
Virgin Mary, Saint Bartholomew and the whole company of
heaven, to share in the inheritance of your saints.
With Him, and in Him, and through Him, by the power of
the Holy Spirit, we worship you, Father Almighty, with all
who stand before you in earth and heaven in songs of
everlasting praise:
ALL: Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for
ever and ever. Amen.
(Continuing with the Lord’s Prayer on Page 7 of the Booklet)

